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Introduction
Local organisation Engaging Communities South West have been
developing a network to support the local ethnic minority community in
Torbay’s public, private and community sector, working alongside the
Torbay Racism Review Panel.
If any organisations would like to join the Network, please email:
torbaymulticulturalgroup@gmail.com.
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February 2022
On the 1st February, the Torbay Multicultural Group met with Torbay
Council and members of the Torbay Racism Review Panel to provide
feedback about how it is to live and work in Torbay as an ethnic
minority representative and what should be done to tackle racism and
discrimination.
It was an extremely informative, insightful and moving meeting. The
Torbay Racism Review Panel stated that the feedback shared will be
invaluable in the Panel’s attempt to understand the lives of the ethnic
minority community in Torbay.
Along with the theme of the Network’s January meeting, a key priority
raised was making a change through education. The Group have
started to make action plans to address this.

On the 2nd of Feburary the network representative Bruno spoke at a
meeting with the South Devon Police force. He talked about ways that
the police can undertsand ethnic minority groups better and explained
that the Torbay Multicultral Network are happy to work together with
them to shape future public polices, ensuring the representivity of
ethnic minority groups.
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Cultural awareness in February
Due to the recent situation occurring in Ukraine, here is a piece from
Bruno about his view on the situation, particularly about the refugee
crisis that is already beginning to emerge:
On the 24th February we all woke up to the news that Russia had
invaded Ukraine.
As I am sure you all are, I am horrified by the situation. My heart goes
out to all the civilians caught up in a crisis and how they must be
feeling right now makes me extremely sad.
By a major coincidence, I am actually only 3 hours from the Ukrainian
border right now as I am currently in Warsaw, Poland. I am spending 3
weeks here at a local hostel volunteering to learn about the culture,
meet new people and develop my personal skills.
Considering the proximity of where I am, I have begun to witness the
refugee crisis unfolding. Each day, more and more people fleeing
Ukraine are arriving in Warsaw. These people have spent days walking
across the border and they arrive exhausted, upset and scared. It
breaks my heart to see them arrive with just a single bag and they tell
me how they have literally left everything (in some cases their family
included) behind.
What has bought me hope amongst this time however is the attitude I
have seen around Warsaw. There is a feeling of solidarity and unity.
Facebook groups have been flooded with messages offering free
accommodation and supplies for those crossing the border, including
people offering to pick people up at the border.
What is more, local businesses such as the hostel I am at have
displayed a Ukrainian flag and so have all the buses in Warsaw! I think
this is an incredible example to us all as small gestures like this mean
so much to people who are in a desperate situation. I have taken the 2
pictures below to show this:
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In conclusion, just like the people of Warsaw right now, we all need to
learn a lesson and be more open, welcoming and generous to those in
need.
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Job/volunteering opportunities
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Anti-racism resources
Every month we would like to share some useful anti-racism resources
with you!
These resources address race in an interesting and enlightening way
and we hope you enjoy watching/reading them:

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X

“One of the most impactful books I'll ever read, had a profound shift
in mindset for the greater good. His loyalty to the liberation of the
black man from the woes of a society directly opposed to them
because of the obvious "by any means necessary" is beyond inspiring.
It's been said that a problem can't be solved from the same level of
consciousness that created it and so his efforts to instill a high degree
of racial pride in the black man in order to operate from a higher
conscious in the struggle for human rights is exemplary.”
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